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ALL THAT 15 REQUIRED
/l__ 4o be 3 PRESBYTERIAN i5 +o:
CONFESS the Christion faith
TRUST in Christ as our forgiving savior
PROMISE 1o follow Christ and Christ's

example for living

CopMIT oneself to attend church and to
become involved in its work.

" ANONE WHO CAN BE A CHRISTIAN
EAN BE A PRESBYTERIAN.
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The Presbyterian church
is 3 REPRESENTATIVE
DEMOCRALY governed
by elders elected

from and by the
congregation. @

Authority resides
with the duly elected
representatives of the
congregation in the
appointed church
governing bodies. The
local church governing
body is the

SESSION.

The N\

chureh

strueture
Consists
of

G
GOVERNING
BODIES: . 3

~——
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Local sessions oversee the
day—to—day work of the
chureh and supervise:
DEALONS —- cocted 1o
, conducet the temporal and
\() charitable ministry of the

: ]{Wm church.
e TRUSTEES-- (in some

churches) elected to manage
financial, legal and property
affairs of the church.

local governing body ﬁgi :;\:i geaifhe:;s. — all elected by

SESSION { Ordained ministers (ministers of the

congregations who oversee

{ Elders and ministers from
the local churches.

Representatives elected from
SYNOD { each Presbytery o oversee

several Presbyteries.
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

The national governing body made up
of equal numbers of lay people and
clergy chosen by the presbyteries.



The
Presbyterian chureh
has 2
vich and ereiting

HiISTORY.
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O EARLY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

The Presbyterian church, like all
Christian churches, traces its roots
back to the early church in Jer-
usalem. Modern Presbyterianism is
considered by many to be a rebirth
of the early church of the New
Testament.
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© MPRTIN LUTHER

~ The Protestant Reformation moved
forward in 1517 when Martin Luther
nailed his 95 Theses to a church
door in Wittenberg, Germany. Luther
fought against the pretensions of
authority by the Pope and called
for direct authority from God.

© JONN CALVIN

John Calvin, called the father of
Presbyterianism, converted to
Protestantism in 1533. He inter-
preted the Bible as the revelation
of God, emphasizing theology,
worship, education, thrift, ethical
behavior and representative govern-
ment for his followers. From his
home city, Geneva, Calvin's ideas
spread throughout Europe.

@ JOWN KNOX

The Scottish Protestant, John Knox,
fled persecution in his homeland
and studied with Calvin in Geneva.
He retutned in 1559 and established
Presbyterianism in Scotland.

6 WESTMINSTER-
ASSEMBLY

In England the ‘‘Westminster
Assembly'’ of 151 Presbyterians
worked steadily between 1643 and
1649 to write the doctrinal gutdeg
which Presbyterians now recognize
as some of their basic texts.
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0O AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

Presbyterians escaped persecution
in Europe and settled in America.
Presbyterianism was so prevalent
in America that some British called
the American Revolution the
“Presbyterian Revolt.” At least

14 signers of the Declaration of
Independence were Presbyterians
(including clergyman John
Witherspoon).
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O PRESBYTERIANISM
IN “THE U.S.

The first presbytery in America was
established in Philadelphia in 1706.
During the 1800s, disagreement over
slavery and Evangelism broke the
church into northern and southern
branches. The two branches reunited
in 1983 to form the Presbyterian
Church (USA).
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Presbyterians

BELIEVE
?
CHRISTIANS

Presbyterians
believe in:
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For inspiration and guid
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TWO MAIN SOURELES... 4
&

o THE BIBLE

Presbyterions lhove slwoye
believed Hhat the pible is the
wnost authoritative souvree for

£aith and ?rac)r]ae, for 2l ?wP“’w

of the REVELATION
of GOD +o ALl

The BIBLE is an INSPIRED
RELCORD

of THE AUTHORS OF
THE BIBLE ...
Presloykerians do not believe
Hhat they weve ‘pens of God"
26 the ?Ve-C\/\vie‘\'ian wrikere
believed. - -
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guUT RATHER- ...

thot they were sinspived” by
God 4o veneal God o al Feo?\e,

Jesus.
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o CREEDS and CONFESSIONS

Creeds and
Confessions are
stotements of doctrine
which express e
beliefs of 2 ehurch
ovr oongvega-\-ion.

These include:

the Apostles Creed

o the Nicene Cr

o the Scots Confession,

1560

the Heidelberg Confession

o the Second Helvetic
confession

o Hhe Westminster
Confession

o the Larger Catechism

o the Shorter Catechism

o fhe Barmen Declaration

o the Confession of 1967

e and others.




SOME PRESBYTERIAN BELIEFS

CEXN D) 7
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O TrE TRINITY

God exists in
the trinity of
the Father, the
Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

@ cHRiST

Presbyterians 7
believe that Christ ‘x
is the Son of God, o
the Revealer of . L/
God, and the

Savior of humanity. (
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The souls of
the faithful are
reunited with
God in a warm
and loving
relationship.

Presbyterians interpret the Bible

very much like other Protestants do.
Ultimately, however, every Presbyterian
must find a personal set of beliefs
through study, contemplation

and worship.

O newr

- separation

from God /@

which may -

. X

exist now as %__}
well as in the lﬁ

Hereafter.

© VIRGIN BIRTH

Presbyterians
believe that

)
Jesus’ birth /

was miraculous. /)

0 MpPRY

She is honored
as the mother
of Jesus, the
special person
chosen to bear
the Son of God.

© RESupREeLTION

For Presbyterians,

and physical body.

© CONFESSION

Confession is

the resurrection _‘”’/\ voluntary, and ¥
of the body refers A5 made directly to

to the reuniting of ﬂ //D God, although it ~
the spiritual body = may be made in

presence of pastor. A_>]

@ sAwvaTION

God grants the
gift of grace,

which enables us
to gain the faith /é‘
necessary for éﬁ

salvation.

® THE erosS

The empty cross

symbolizes the

risen Christ who

opened the King- \) )

dom of Heaven. { Q
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@ MPRRIAGE

Presbyterians believe
in the sacredness of
marriage. They at-
tempt to curb divorce
by encouraging young
people to seriously
prepare for marriage.

/) that the Holy Spirit 2
constantly heightens E@
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Presbyterians believe )

0
‘\ truth, and thus G Qﬂ;go*a&& Q
admit different \('PQ\Q

understandings . \ﬁlQLL
of the Confession
of Faith.

® PARENTHOOD

There is nothing
in the church’s

teaching which U @@
discourages w \ {\f’ v
intelligent, M
unselfish family <’/

planning.

@ EDUCATION

Education is =)
stressed by h

Presbyterians, \bc{b
both for the \_“‘*—-

© THeopLy cHuReH

<N
ministry and —:DEE____
for the laity. /_C‘ 1=

Presbyterians believe
that no Christian

church has exclu- Q
sive possession of

ment authorized
by Christ.

© THE SACRAMENTS

i

=101
the church govern- l' r




Presbyterians recognize TWO SACRAMENTS
~-35 deseribed in the BIBLE.

BAPTISM

This Sacrament unites
USdV\/i‘Hﬂl;eJ‘esasus CL"YLS‘I' —
an ma us members
O'\C GOd)S -FamiIY) ‘H"\e
Church.

For Presbyterions, Baptiom:

. i5 an initiation info the church community,
as ordered by Christ.

. i5 3 public confession, not 3 private one
—— s 3 statement of Faith made in the
presence of others.

. does not guarantee secess o heaven —~
unbaptized people are rof denied salvation.

. can be performed in another church ==
there 15 no need 1o be rebaptized in 3
Presbyterian church.
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COMMUNION

——3lso called

THE LORD'S SuPPER-
HOLY COMMUNION, OR-
THE EVCHARIST — — %

is 2 +ime 4o renew ‘FH"
Par+icipan+5 Loy —I-L\e,a dbﬁi": 5+Yex\_g+£\e,n
3nd Privile:ges of

Christian service. : f‘? >’“‘

In Communion,
THE BREAD AND WINE

ve@veﬁew\' Yhe sacyificial
boAy and blood of Chvist and

recall the lest weal

Shared with the Apas‘\'\w.
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\\/i {) Now Covenant loetween God
7‘\ and 2l Pe,op‘e,.
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Tooether they symbolize the
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Presby+e_rnamsm e_mpkasaze,
Qdctive participation

for all of ite members in M.lem a'\d

Some @re chosen 4o preside over

AFFAIRS of the CHURCH.

For example:
o’ft\ose who provide e ’\1\056 wLo Pe,r‘f:orm -I'Ir\e,
DIRECTION and different vspects of the
LEADERSHIP for CHURCHS FUNETION
+he community of such 3s
Worshipers. o PREACHING
o TEACHING
() e o CHARITY )
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V\/»

4 &

O O e i il

+

| MMAW
//—\<_\ux‘w)ﬂ

WoRsphip

Presbyterians Hollow 2
STATED aH'L\ouBln not STRICT liturgy

in their d\uch\ seryvices.

Formal church services, in keeping with +he.
democxatic Foundation of Hhe c,%urc,l« may Vary |
fvom one congregation +o enother.

ng |

g1 L\ou htful
Pepome Badn
INTERPRETATION
OoF SGP-IP‘IUP-ﬁ

are +the escentisls

of worship.

“The liturgy is designed +o
include the entire congregation
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potentially includes all members, Xﬁljg W@?Q*@M
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

is really

* the elders

* the ministers

* the deacons

* the trustees

« John Qalvin

« John Knox

« John Witherspoon

-- and YOU.’

men @2nd women,
’Aud 4o 3ll
Presby+e,rian$,
their Faith
means:

MPINTRINING

CHRISTIAN HABITS

such as regular church attendance,
Bible reading, prayer, and partici-
pation in church activities and
services.

SETTHING A
WORTHY EXAMPLE

for the world, as a person who

strives to be more worthy of Christ.

GWING REGULARLY

of the time, money, and abilities
given to one by God.

BECOMING INFORMED
about Christian work around the
world, and supporting this work.

Thats
being an
EFFECTIVE
choreh

member !
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